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RAHMAT HAROUN adalah dolktor perubatan
vang sebelum ini menghasilkan novel-novel
Dr. Ar.Ti. (DBP, 1989), Terang Bulan (DBP. 1990).
Manukion (DBF, 1990) dan Sentuhan Oedipus
(“K" Publishings, 1991).

Dilahirkan di Pulau Pinang, pengarang ini
mendapat pendidikan rendah di SRK Perai dan
menengah di SMK Dato' Onn, Seberang Perai,

Pulau Pinang; dan prauniversiti di SM Sultan
Abdul Halim, Jitra, Kedah. Beliau memperoleh
ijazah Sarjana Kedoktoran (Drs.) di Universitas

Airlangga, Surabaya, Indonesia (1977) dan

M.D. di universiti yang suma (1979), Setamat
pengajian beliau berlugas sehagai doktor
di beberapa buah hospital selama beberapa tahun
dan juga pernah menjadi pensyarah di Jabatan
Anatomi, Fakulti Perubatan, UKM, Kuala Lumpur.
Sejak tahun 1984 menjadl pengamal perubatan
swasta dengan Kliniknya sendiri di Petaling Jaya
dan kini di Langkawi.

Di samping mengarang novel, beliau juga
menulis cerpen, pulst, esei dan buku perubatan
Esei-eseinya pernah terbit di akhbar Kompas,
Utusan Malaysia dan The New Straits Times.
Buku-buku perubatannya ialah Asma (PFR, 1992).
Tekanan Darah Tinggi (PFB, 1992) dan Sifilis
dan Penyakit Kelamin Lainnya (PFB, 1992),

HIOAT

VEOGENESE

Novel ini mengadunkan unsur-unsur sains dan
epistemologi Islam tentang kewujudan alam dan
manusia pertama. Tanpa mengabaikan hakikat
ilmu Islam, pengarang cuba membuka minda
pembaca (melalui fakta-fakta saintifik) tentang
kemungkinan kewvjudan manusia di muka bumi
ini. Hujahan-hujahan saintifik yang diadun secara
kreatif bolehlah dianggap sebagai usaha pengarang
yang berani semata-mata demi wacana intelek-

tual. Bagaimanapun, hujahan-hujahan saintifik itu
seakan-akan mencabar kefahaman biasa orang
Islam; dan perkara inilah yang ingin dibongkar
oleh pengarang kerana percaya bahawa umat
Islam harus terus meneroka misteri kejadian alam
dan manusia berdasarkan ilmu, dan ilmu itu maha
luas serta dalam.

Dato’ Dr. Anwar Ridhwan



HIKOAT

VEOGENESH

“Kehadiran Rahmat Haroun dalam jagat penulisan novel Melayu pada akhir
dekad 1980-an mempunyai kepentingan yang tersendiri, malah memberi-
kan warna dan variasi daripada sisi perkembangan pernovelan tanah air,

Kepeutingan it terserlah kerana Rahmat Haroun merupakan doktor
perubatan tanah air yang pertama menghasilkan novel sejak novel pertama
Hikayat Faridah Honum karya Syed Sheikh al-Hadi diterbitkan pada
tahun 1925 .., Rahmat Haroun memberikan sesuatu vang haru kepada
pembaca, sekali gus pada sejarah pernovelan, apabila beliau mengangkat
jagat perubatan sehagai bahan dan subjek ceritanya,.,,”

Dr. Othman Puteh
Desean Sastera, Mei 2003
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A collection of shert stories set in Malaysia and Singapore,
Lovers and Strangers - Revisited runs the gamut of human
relationships from matters of faith in a kampoeng, to matters
of integrity in a bar, to matters of the heart in a colonial hotel.

From the reviews of the original Lovers and Strangers

"Malaysia comes alive with the firecrackers of Chinese New Year,
the tears of a Malay woman in a taxi, the chapatis and tea served
in a cramped house, and a nervous mar salleh meeting his new
Malay in-laws in a kampong."

SUCCESS

"Marmage and infidelity, betraval and other permutations of the
mating game permeate this collection ... His sense of place is
tangible."

HER WORLD

"What has been packed into [this collection] is pure pleasure.”
THE STAR

Robert Raymer has lived in Malaysia since 1985.

He was the editor of Silverfish New Writing 4

and teaches Creative Writing at Universiti Sains
Malaysia. His short stories and articles have
appeared in such publications as the Literary Review,
London Magazine, Frank, Going Places. Silver Kris,
Far East Traveller and Reader's Digest.

|SBM 383-3221-08-4

SILVERFISHBOOKS ml ‘”“
www.silverfishbooks.com

983372

Cover dilusiration and design
by Shahril Nizam Afmad




insight into our culture, writes HIMANSHU BHATT

A collection of short stories on Malaysian life by
American Robert Raymer offers an entertaining

QUEEZED into the

back seat of a chea

I'ana.nf taxi on & =

soaked morning, an

American ter finds
himself sandwiched betwaen two
stran — one in & sari, the
other in a bgju i

In the front, the ay driver
and his Sikh passanger gossip
away, 85 4 medley of pop music
plays against the torrential
downpour,

The American then notices the
Malay woman beside hlm weeping
while & lettar. He is
overcoms with sympathy.

“If there's ever & proper time to
huld a stranger’s hand,” thinks the
characier in the short story titled
On Fridays, “now is it.”

“The more | look at this crying
woman, the more [ have the ur,

o reach vutl and touch her hand,
to lel her know that | sympathise
wilh her plight, whatever it is."

But the American is reminded of
locul sensitivity. He pulls himself
back, and just sits tight.

This account of a crammed ride
with strangers in a taxi may wall
sland a5 a metaphor of Robart
Raymer's own experlence of living_
amung Malaysians for soma 20

QArs.

As & Westerner who has mads
this country his home for so
long, Raymar imbues each of the
characters in his storios with a
realistic, genuinaly belisvable
Yoice @ven as he tam it with
the valuable parspective of an
obsurver,

“When | first moved 1o Malaysia
20 years ago,” remembers the
Penpsylvanla-born writar, “|
was fortunate to have Uved in a
medium-icome lerrace house
where | had & Malay family on
m‘thl'ighI., o Chinesa on Ty
lelt, & Tumil family directly across
from me, & Punjabl family three
houses away in one direction,
and three houses in the other
4 Chinese woman married to
an Indian man who wera both
Christans.”

wuha}J!ip keen obsarvations and
puersuenal inleractions, r
wanl in o wrile a nﬂlquﬂqﬁ
of short stories leaturing
myriad Malaysian characters in
compelling siluations,

First produced in 1993, Lovers
And Strangers has now been
republished by Silverlishbooks
with the sullix firvisited added
its e,

Ruyiner's storivs are full of
unlum.uun'ﬂ:ﬂs and, often quite

PO 8, personalitles.

There is lllrlu WIL:d':J:m MPIIT
swagyering in a Streal %
the snall girl in a sarong meeting
& dead cockroach, the legal firm
geerelary coplig with her father's

dam!ii and nosy ngighh-:um
over & businessman's
Slicide. ©

IRI!'II!I!H. who recently edited
Silverfish New Writing 4, insists
his siories are mainstream and

not tied to specific

“They're ﬂiul. mn'm
that you might ses at a
malam or al the post or in
your own peighbourhood.”

Inevilably, many things have
n:‘t:ﬂrad anmn be Ial Erumhm
stories. For ax , the places
where soma qul:'g $IJ:II1HP\WI‘H
set have changed.

Raymar stressas that his
original goal in penning the
stories was Lo depict not
from the viewpoint of an outsider,
an expatriate generalising from

. & disiance, but as a connecied
Insider.

'Evehwhunlmdm
viewpuint of & Western character,
a8 | did in On Fridays and The

Raymer, who currenty teaches
croative writing al Universil Sains
RO . One
of his storles, Neighbours, has also
been -u.dul{pl.ad into & play.
Most of the short stories have

translaled into Japan

In his life, Raymer
backpacked solo to 34 eountries
::nﬂnlnsul':'dg il Tndochin

{&) £

while it was shot in P X
M:u: :1& short mﬂm'::ulid B

mysian experienco & Ve
cherished, personal space In ]:I.i.!-IT
heart. As he was going through
the siuries for ropublishing, he
found himsell undwauLnf dt«}&l
re-exploration of himsell and
characters.

'“\rri‘ an uppuriunlly for me
to revisit I, nol jusl a5 &
wrilar, hl.lﬁll':ﬁ \H.i_jnimu ]
lived, and what 1 had ex
and lewrned frum Hving
Malnysia,

*The stories seem to have taken




Bulan Membaca Julai 2006

ersama Perustkean USH 288

BICARA KARYAWAN

‘-IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
‘

o Prof. Md. Salleh Yaapar 2
(Pengarah, Penerbit USM) 2?
Tarikh: 18 Julai 2006 2
Tajuk Buku: “Mysticism And Poetry: %

Poems Of Amir Hamzah”

Masa: 10.00 pg.—12.00 tgh. hari
Tempat: Bilik Audio, Bhgn. Media, Ting.

“IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII...
L 4

’0
L

%
.................................

A Hermeneutical Reading Of The 47& -

Perpustakaan Hamzah Sendut 1 K

nr

..lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

2,

L4

www1|b usm.my



The Book

This book is a critical interpretation and
appraisal of the poems of the celebrated
Indomesian poet Amir Hamzah as ex-
pressed in Buah Rindu (Fruits of Longing,
1928-1935) and Nyanwi Sumyi (Songs of
Solitude, 1937). Its primary aim is to
understand fully the literary and religious
characteristics of the texts and fo evaluate
their achievements, thus determining the
real stature of the poet.

Using the hermeneutical approach,
the study is carried out in a comprehen-
sive and integral manner, i.e., by inter-
preting the poems in relation ta the poet's
bicgraphical, literary and cultural back-
ground, as well as to the Orientzl poems
(the Bhagavad-Gita, the Rub3'iyal of ‘Umar
Khayvam, the "Song of Sangs” etc.) which
Amir Hamzah had beautifully rendered
into the Indonesian language.

The study reveals that the poems in
Nyt Sunyi are clearly mystcal in na-
ture and are of an ethereal quality. They
are informed by wvarious aspects and
levels of mystical experiences amd in-
sights. At the same time they bear the
influences of the Qur'an as well as the
writings of celebrated Sufi poets such as
[bn al-Farid, Jalal al-Din Rinu and Ham-
zah al-Fanstn. In fact, some of the poems
in Buah Rindu are also high in quality and
deal with mystical love. These poems
seem to prefigure those in Nyanyi Sumnyi.

As for the Oriental poems which
Armir Hamzah had translated. they are
basically similar to his peoems in Nyaryi
Sunyt, and they very much retflect his own
mystical quest.

The book affirms the eminent
standing of Amir Hamzah as a post and
of his poetry which occupies a signal
position in modern Indonesian as well as
Malaysian literature.




The Author

Dr. Md. Sallsh Yaapar is an
associzte professor at Universiti
Sains Malaysia, Penang, where he
teaches Comparative Literature.
He has published essays on litera-
ture and religion/philosophy in
leading joumnals including the
Musltm World, Muslin: Education
Quarterly and the UWlunnd Qur'an.
His other contributions include
chapters in several books on
literature and religicn,/ philosc-
phy published in Malaysia and
Singapore.

Md. Salleh obtained his B.A.
(Hons} in Malay Studies from
Universiti Malaya, M.A. in Com-
parative  Literature from the
University of the Philiopines and
M.A. as well as Ph.D in Compa-
rative Religion from Temple
University, Philadelphia, US.A.

The author is currently Dean
of the School of Humanities,
Univers:ti Sains Malzysia, as well
as Secretary-General of the Secre-
tariat For Islamic Philosophy and
Scierce at the same university.
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MERINTIS JALAN KE ANTARTIKA

ANTARTIKA - benua yang terpencil, paling tandus, paling sejuk dcn
tidak berpenghuni., la mensdpakan kuncl kepada kefahaman kita
tentfang bagoimana duria ini berfurngsi. Bagi pengembara
terdaghulu, A~tartika umpaoma medan perjuangan hidup. Bagl para
salntis, ia kekal sebagal tempot mencabar minda dan intelektual,
manakala bagi peloncong. Antartika merupakan sebuah benuo
vang menvimpan sarbu satu rahsia keindaohan alam.

Pengalaman berpijak di buml Antartika merupokon sesuatu yang
indah, umpama mimpi jodi nyata. Tidak permah ferintas di fikiran
bohawa suatu hari nanti, segala mimpi akan menjadi reclitl.
Kesempatan yong diperoieh ini diguna sebald mungkin dengan
menjalankan beberapa kajion mudah dan pemerhatian di samping
beraincang dengan plhak-plhak tertentu untuk mengadakan projek
penyelidikar di Antartlka dalam bidang Biologi.

Sehubungan |tu, tuku ini ditulis berdasarkan pengalaman yang
dilelul penulls sepanjang berada d Antartika. Eud Inl memuatan
14 bob yang menceritakan pelbagal peristiwa mencrik ketikc di
Antartika termasuk pertemuan dengan saintis-saintis ternama darl
Jerman, Australla, New Zealand dan Argenting; pengalaman di
stegan Esperanza; peluang menalki kapal Almirante lrizar, tinjouan
di gunung berapl Decepcion Island dan sebagainya. Dengan
bahasa yang mudah dan *erma saintiflk yang minor, buku Inil cuba
mengajak pembaca untuk bersama-sama menghayatl dan
menghargai keindahan Antartika.

ISBN B33-BE1-Z84-7

&' TEOB3E " 612845

l[. FPENEEBIT LINIVERSTTE SAINS MALATSLA
Websie: hitp:/ /wewn usmmy
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PERTELINGKAHAN PARA SAHABAT NABI 5.A.W.:

ISBN 983-1239-43-5

E.3

PUSTAKA YAMIEM SDN. BHD.




